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'ÖÖÍɯ/ÙÐÕÛȮɯthe official annual publication of the North 

American Trail Ride Conference (ÇVé>Ê), is avail-
able electronically from www.natrc.org. Each issue 
contains updated information from committees and 
board meetings plus informative articles on trail riding 
and horse care to educate and inform the competitive 
trail rider. ̧CVé>Ê and the left facing, hill climbing 
horse and rider are trademarks of the North American 
Trail Ride Conference, Inc.  

 Articles may be reprinted from 'ÖÖÍɯ/ÙÐÕÛɯwith 

permission from the editor. The following credit line 
must be used with each reprint: ñReprinted from Hoof 
Print, official publication of the North American Trail 
Ride Conference, (issue/year).ò  

 NATRC and the 'ÖÖÍɯ/ÙÐÕÛɯstaff are not responsible 

for errors in spelling of horse and rider names. Artwork 
and photos are copyrighted material and may not be 
copied or used without express written permission from 
the publisher.  
 Editorial policy: Contributions are welcome. Howev-

er, NATRC and 'ÖÖÍɯ/ÙÐÕÛɯdo not necessarily endorse 

or support the opinions expressed in printed articles, 
advertisements, or letters. The editor reserves the right 
to edit material as necessary. Please keep all letters to 
250 words or less and include name, mailing and email 
addresses and telephone number. No letters to the 
editor will be printed if not signed.  

 For more information contact 'ÖÖÍɯ/ÙÐÕÛɯeditor, Bev 

Roberts, matefey@gmail.com. 

On the Cover 

2024 Presidentôs Cup Winner 
RPH Ebony Diamond and Patti Hicks 

Photo by John Nowell 
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ƖƔƖƙɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ#ÐÙÌÊÛÖÙÚɯȫɯ.ŚÊÌÙÚɯ 
Region 1  

Angie Meroshnekoff (2027)  
angie.whitedogranch@gmail.com 

Maria Pilgrim (2025)  
wolves1961@sbcglobal.net 

Stephanie Swain, Alt (2026)  
stephswain@earthlink.net 

Region 2  
Catherine McCord Dixon (2027)  
catherinemccord@hotmail.com 

Lory Walls (2025)  
lorywalls6@gmail.com  

Bob Insko, Alt (2026)  
rminsko@gmail.com  

Region 3 
Linda Johnson-Conne (2027)  

ljconne@gmail.com  

Dayna Morgan (2026)  
dayna.morgan139@gmail.com 

Kay Gunckel, DVM, Alt (2025)  
drkaydvm@outlook.com  

Region 4  
Fran Muench (2027) Vice-President 

franmuench@yahoo.com  

Mollie Kelly (2026)  
mollie.kelly@yahoo.com 

Cara Liebman, Alt (2025)  
office@rainbowgreateraustin.com  

Region 5  
Sherry Garnes (2026)  
sherrymgarnes@gmail.com 

Kris Gray (2025) Treasurer 
krisfgray@gmail.com  

Patty Lucas, Alt (2027)  
patricialoveladylucas@gmail.com 

Region 6  
John Zeliff (2026) President 
john@springvalleycarriages.com  
Marla Stucky (2025)  
m.j.stucky79@gmail.com  

MaryAlice Braun, Alt (2027)  
malkarel@gmail.com  

Executive Director  
Sarah J. Smith  
natrc@natrc.org 

Veterinary  
Pam Hess, DVM  
440-477-3474 

drpamhess@gmail.com 

Horsemanship &  
Leisure  
Lory Walls  
619-895-0491  

lorywalls6@gmail.com 

1ÐËÌɯ"ÏÈÐÙÚȯɯ 
Contact and secure your judges well in 
advance of your ride date! 
The current Judges List is on the website.  
If you have difficulty securing an approved 
judge, please contact the appropriate 
Judges Committee Co-Chair: 

¶ǸǸʌ Ãʔɶ !ɳɳɶǸɅʌȡǪǸ ǍɅǱ æɶɐʬȡɾȡɐɅǍȺ ¦ʔǱȓǸɾ 
Members: We welcome our comments on the following apprentice and provisional judges. 

 ××ÙÌÕÛÐÊÌ          ɯɯɯɯRegion 

Veterinary  Katya Spitznagel, DVM   3 

Leisure    Sandy Pegram       5 
    Debbie McCullough     5  
    Helen Smith        6 

3 Presidentôs Message 

4 From Your Executive Director 

5 National Sponsors & Partners 

6 Convention Volunteer Staff 

7 In Remembrance  

  Karen Kafka, Marquerite Sloan, 

  Mary Hanson and Judy Jesse 

9 2025 Approved Rule Changes 

9 Newly Approved Judges 

10 2026 Proposed Rule Changes 

11 2026 Proposed Rule Clarifica-

tions 

12 2024 Open National Awards 

¶ 12  Presidentôs Cup 

¶  15  Menefee, Tibbitts, Bridges  

¶ 16  Overall High Point  

¶ 19  National Champions 

19 Raffle Results 

20 2024 Competitive Pleasure Na-

tional Awards 

¶  20  High Point & High Average  

¶  21  Overall High Point Awards 

¶  23  National Champions 

24 2024 Novice National Awards 

¶  24  High Point Combination 

¶  25  Overall High Point Awards 

28 2024 Leisure National Awards 

¶ 28  Experienced 

¶ 29  Adult 

¶ 30  Junior 

31 2024 Regional Team Awards 

34 2024 National Honorary Awards 

37 2024 Regional Apprôn at National 

40  All That Fancy Stuff 

41 Virtual Mileage Challenge 

43 2024 High Mileage Awards 

43 2024 High Point Breed Awards 

44 Volunteers Who Work for Us 

45 Committee Corner - Membership, 

Judges, Vet Drug, Education, Pro-

test, Marketing, Trails Advocacy, 

New Chairs, Breed & Org. Liaison, 

Honorary & Appreciation Awards 

51 Past National Award Winners 

53 Past Apprôn Award Winners 

57 Reminders 

,ÐÚÚÐÖÕɯ2ÛÈÛÌÔÌÕÛɯ 
The North American Trail Ride Conference (NATRC) promotes horsemanship and horse care 
as they apply to the sport of distance riding by offering a variety of challenging and educational 
experiences designed to strengthen horse and rider partnerships.  

"ÖËÌɯÖÍɯ$ÛÏÐÊÚɯ 
We, the NATRC National Board of Directors, Executive Director, judges, committee members, 
and employees are ambassadors of our sport whether at an organized event or informal gath-
ering. There is an implied code of ethics to adhere to. This code of ethics dictates that we 
behave professionally, courteously and responsibly. This includes:  

¶ Representing the sport in a professional manner  

¶ Being respectful when giving an opinion  

¶ Substantiating information before giving an opinion  

¶ Being kind and courteous to others 

All photographs in this publication are used with permission. 

)ÜËÎÌÚȯɯ 
Have your addresses or phone numbers 
changed? Give the NATRC office your 
office, home, and cell numbers.  
Apprentice with an approved judge who 
has agreed to judge and supervise you.  

/ÙÖÝÐÚÐÖÕÈÓɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯRegion 

Veterinary  Sonya McClendon, DVM  4 
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/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɀÚɯ,ÌÚÚÈÎÌ 

]×ČĀĖø ]íĕĜīĀíį rĀéí âŎ rĀéí 

The 2024 ride season was another 

memorable ride year in so many 

ways. Special memories were made 

while traveling to and from our rides, 

spending time around those NATRC 

campfires, and of course while we 

were competing out on the trails and 

enhancing that partnership with our 

horse.  

As always, the weather set us up 

for some of these memories such as 
riding in less than desirable condi-

tions on occasion, to the time that a 

tornado came too close to the 

campground in the middle of the 

night. Then you can also toss in a 

few flat trailer tires and a couple of 

truck breakdowns. I am sure every-

one has many fond memories of this 

past year. Collectively, our memo-

ries just add to our own and to 

NATRCôs rich history. 

Our NATRC membership saw an-

other year of growth in 2024 making 

it the highest since 2019. Our future 

continues to be on the right trajecto-

ry.  

Our initiative of conducting two or 

more clinics in each of our regions 

last year was a success. Fifteen clin-

ics were held nationwide last year, 

with all but one region meeting the 

goal of two clinics per region.  

Clinics are an inspiration in them-

selves. They provide an opportunity 

for our members, whom I consider 

among the best trail riders in the na-

tion, to share their knowledge with 

others. A direct benefit of these clin-

ics was an increase in the number of 

riders and members which took 

place last year.  

A New Ride Outreach committee 

was established in 2024 with the 
purpose of providing support in es-

tablishing new rides across the 

country. We have members who 

participate in our virtual challenges 

and are interested in our sport but 

are in a location where there are no 

close rides. Our vision is to send a 

consultation team to these locations 

and coach them on how to do an 

LeD ride with a future goal of putting 

together a full ñAò ride.  

Our national sponsor Top Trail is 

teaming up with us again this year to 

bring you the 2025 NATRC Virtual 

Mileage Challenge. Signup is cur-

rently underway.  

New for 2025 is their new Top Trail 

website along with a Top Trail Horse 

Mobile app for both Apple and An-

droid. Now you can easily track your 

ride directly in the Top Trail app, 

save it, and you are done!  

Your riding report stats and all the 

leaderboards will be updated in real-

time!  

Our NATRC mileage challenge is 

a great motivator for you to get out 

there and ride. This program is also 

important as it generates revenue 

for NATRC.  

I am looking forward to the up-

coming ride season and being out 

there on the trails with our NATRC 
family!  

Now, get those conditioning miles 

in, stay focused on your goals for 

the 2025 ride season, and never 

pass up the chance to make a good 

memory!  

 

Follow me on Apple Music @j_zeliff 

Follow me on Instagram @johnzeliff 

 

And then be sure to follow me to 

that next NATRC ride! 

 

John Zeliff, President 

 

#NATRCmemories 

#NATRCfamily  

#NATRC 
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%ÙÖÔɯ8ÖÜÙɯ$ßÌÊÜÛÐÝÌɯ#ÐÙÌÊÛÖÙ 

By Sarah J. Smith 

If you spend any time on social me-

dia and follow any influencers that 

share motivational, inspirational or 

spiritual material you may have seen 

the reel Iôm going to refer to in my 

message.  

A preacher from a large church goes 

to his regular barber for his scheduled 

appointment only to find his barber 

isnôt there due to a personal emergen-

cy causing the preacher to either can-

cel or have his hair cut by another bar-

ber by the name of Julie.  

Julie happens to be quite colorful in 

hair, clothing, body art and multiple 

piercings and the preacher admits to 

quickly judging her character assum-

ing they could have nothing in com-

mon to talk about and that there is no 

benefit in their interaction or relation-

ship. She proceeds to cut his hair and 

chat with him, learning about his pro-

fession, then emotionally shares, due 

to her family circumstances, that she 

has been to his church, purchased a 

video, Bible and has taken that back to 

her family struggling with addiction. 

She is interested in learning about the 

faith but doesnôt know where to start. 

Realizing his misjudgment, he in turn 

offers to share his knowledge of his 

faith with her.  

You may be asking, ñSarahéhow is 

this relevant to NATRC???ò  

NATRC, along with many other 

equestrian organizations, has been 

likened to churches in some instances 

when it comes to ñgetting in the doorò,  

Figuring out the sport and the percep-

tion of rigidity and rules. While I donôt  

feel this has ever been intentional in 

any capacity in NATRC, it is easy for 

us to get complacent and comfortable 

in our roles once weôve ñsettledò into 

our sport if weôve been around for a 

while. Especially for those of us who 

have been around a few decades.  

We have long established friend-

ships and circles. We have a very 

specific routine when we get to ride 

camp for getting our camp area set 

up, horse comfortable, fed and we 

donôt always notice the new folks in 

camp as we are on autopilot doing 

what we always do and have done for 

years.  

We sometimes forget what it is like 

for the new folks looking to test the 

waters and see what we are all about. 

We forget what it was like the first time 

we pulled into ride camp not knowing 

anyone, or perhaps with one brave 

travel buddy who chose to try the 

sport with us. We forget the feeling of 

riding in that ill-fitting saddle and being 

saddle sore, on that fresh horse that is 

usually a dead head at home, before 

we started to figure out the ropes. We 

forget about the first time we read 

those judgesô comments not quite 

knowing how to interpret what exactly 

we were reading and may have been 

too afraid to ask about it. Does this 

resonate with you?  

Our wonderful Leisure Division after 

five years of official sanctioning has 

established itself as a solid growth 

catalyst for ridership, membership and 

geographical expansion. Not dissimi-

lar to the preacher and the barber, our 

Leisure Division was met with some 

hesitation by some of our membership 

because it is very different from our 

other divisions. Less mileage, less 

restrictive in rules, no stabling, team 

scoring as well as a positive scoring 

system. It also offers an in and out in 

one day option for our competitors.  

This division quickly became popu-

lar in a fast-paced society that still 

desired recreation with their horses 

outside of an arena and show environ- 

ment. When other equestrian recrea-

tional sports continued to decline, we 

saw growth again. We opted to adapt 

our options to meet our ridership 

where they are coming from yet still 

share all that we have to offer in en-

hancing the horse and rider partner-

ship, camaraderie with other riders 

and experiencing incredible trails 

across our regions.  

LeD opened doors and ushered in 

new opportunities and was the wel-

come mat NATRC needed to truly 

uphold our famous saying ñcome ride 

with us!ò  

Our Leisure Division currently com-

prises 62% of our total ridership and 

those receiving regional awards for 

the 2024 season. Our Novice Division 

received several new competitors ei-

ther transitioning from LeD, or doing 

both LeD and Novice. Our Competitive 

Pleasure division also experienced 

growth in the number of competitors 

as well, many of them mentoring com-

petitors transitioning between divi-

sions. Even more encouraging is the 

number of returning members who 

have been away from our organization 

for a decade or better, rejoining to 

participate in our Leisure Division.  

Our history is extremely relevant in 

terms of sharing it for growth, evolu-

tion and education, but it should not 

become a glass ceiling, nor a measure 

of how things should be today or in the 

future. Being open-minded, evolving 

and taking some calculated risks allow 

us to remain progressive and relevant 

in a society that can quickly leave us 

behind.  

By not judging a book by its cover, 

and allowing our newest division to 

grow and flourish, our organization as 

a whole is thriving and expanding in 

ways we never imagined. There are 

exciting advancements and plans for 

growth on the horizonéstay tuned, 

stay colorful and continue to share 

and welcome others to NATRC! 

-~|í® <¯iqk ^ *~~y f· 7®« +~´kª 
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-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ2×ÖÕÚÖÙÚɯÈÕËɯ/ÈÙÛÕÌÙÚ 
Sponsors 

We appreciate and applaud our sponsors. Their support aids our success. 
In buying goods and services from them, you also help the sport you love! 

Partners 

We exchange website logos and 
links for mutual support and mar-
keting presence. The breed asso-
ciations also provide us with year-
end high point breed awards. 

For information about partnering, 

please contact our Executive Director. 

https://www.trailmeister.com/
https://pfha.org/
https://www.appaloosa.com/
https://mfthba.com/
https://twhbea.com/
https://cha.horse/
https://fosh.info/
https://arabianhorses.org/
https://www.indianhorse.com/
https://www.aspcarighthorse.org/
https://www.lovelongears.com/
https://weride.us/
https://www.horsemensroundup.com/
mailto:natrc@natrc.org
mailto:matefey@gmail.com
http://www.equestrisafe.com/
http://www.equisure-inc.com/
http://www.slypnergear.com/
https://www.toptrailhorse.com/
http://www.quickdrawtieline.com/
http://www.tophorsetrails.com/
http://www.ridingwarehouse.com/
http://www.thedistancedepot.com/
http://www.specializedsaddles.com/
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"ÖÕÝÌÕÛÐÖÕɯ
2×ÖÕÚÖÙÚ 

"ÖÕÝÌÕÛÐÖÕɯ5ÖÓÜÕÛÌÌÙɯ2ÛÈř 

Esther Diaguila 
Co-Chair, Banquet, Hotel, 
Shuttle, Name Tags 

Sarah J. Smith 
National Awards 

Carolyn Chapman 
Silent Auction 

Sherry Garnes 
Co-Chair, Publicity, NBOD 

Liaison 

Victoria Whitehead 
Host Speakers/BOD, 
Awards Set-up 

Debbie McCullough 
Host Speakers/BOD  

Kim Cowart 
National Awards Emcee 

Nancy Fuller 
Regional Awards Emcee 

Tanya Kingsley 
Awards Set-up 

Sallie Kudra 
Audio Visual Tech, Awards 
Set-up, Photos, Hospitality 

Lin Ward 
Host Speakers/BOD,  

Hospitality 

Marty Findley 
Host Speakers/BOD,  
Entertainment 

Cindy Keen 
Regional Awards, Vendors, 

Welcome Bags  

Patricia Petelle 
Entertainment 

Sandy Peagram 
Vendors 

Linda Clayton 
Registration, Name Tags, Wel-
come, Booth, Conv. & R5 Treas. 

https://specializedsaddles.com/
https://www.ridingwarehouse.com/
https://www.thedistancedepot.com/
http://www.quickdrawtieline.com/
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(Õɯ1ÌÔÌÔÉÙÈÕÊÌ 

Karen Susan (Pietsch) Kafka 
May 9, 1958 ~ July 11, 2024   |   Columbia, Kentucky  

 Karen Susan Kafka, 66, of Colum-

bia, Kentucky passed away Thurs-

day, July 11, 2024, at T. J. Health 

Columbia. She was born in Cincin-

nati, Ohio on May 9, 1958, to the 

late Anthony and Laurel Harrod  

Pietsch.  

 Mrs. Kafka was an elementary 

school teacher and an equestrian 

business owner, rider, and riding 

instructor.  

 Karen was active in NATRC com-

petitive trail rides as both a volunteer 

and competitor. She completed 

3,150 competition miles, earned an 

open national championship with her 

horse Smokey Sedona in 2016, and 

accumulated numer-

ous awards during 

her competition ca-

reer.  

 She enjoyed 

spending time with 

her family and 

friends. 

 Survivors include 

her husband Steven 

George Kafka; two 

sons Alexander and 

Andrew Kafka and a 

brother Robert  

Pietsch. 

Donations may be made to Hosparus Health Green 
River or the Vanderbilt Cancer Center in Karenôs name. 

Marguerite Eleanor Bayles Sloan 
October 3, 1931 - April 15, 2022   |   Forsyth, Missouri 

ñThrough the ears of a mule, blow 
the winds of heaven.ò ï Adapted 
from an Arab proverb 

 Marguerite Eleanor Bayles Sloan, 

90, died peacefully on April 15, 

2022 at her home in Forsyth, Mis-

souri. 

 A conversation with Marguerite 

would often switch to the topic of 

horses and mules, her lifelong pas-

sion. In her own words, ñI was born 

loving equine of any kind, and 

when I learned my dad had a work 

horse that could be ridden, I was 

obsessed to ride that horse.ò  

 She could remember everything 

about oneôs horse and riding ability. 

She was an accomplished rider, 

judge, trainer, and instructor. Her 

accomplishments and awards were 

numerous. She won two NATRC 

national championships on two dif-

ferent horses in 1985 and 1992.  

 After retiring to Missouri, she and 

John enjoyed exploring the local  

trails around the Mark Twain Na-

tional Forest. Marguerite continued 

to ride her beloved mule, Jamie, 

until just a few years ago, and in 

2013, wrote a book about their ad-

ventures together on the trail. The 

book, Lookinô Thru the Ears of My 

Mule, can be found at 

www.earsofmymule.com. 

 She had several interests and 

was known for developing a high 

level of expertise in her interests. 

She took painting classes as a teen-

ager and painted throughout her 

life. Her favorite subjects were 

scenes from the farm and trail rides, 

animals, and rural landscapes. She 

was talented at sewing and taught 

classes in tailoring, dressmaking, 

and pattern alteration. Later in life, 

she took a keen interest in comput-

ers. Family and friends could al-

ways expect homemade greeting 

cards she made on her computer, 

featuring her own paintings or  

photos she found amusing. She 

managed her website showcasing 

her paintings, 

www.rainbowhillpaintings.com. 

ñIôve spent most of my life riding 
horses. The rest Iôve just wasted.ò ï 
Horse Riderôs Proverb 

ȹ"ÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÖÕɯ×ÈÎÌɯƜȺ 

http://www.earsofmymule.com
http://www.rainbowhillpaintings.com
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Mary A. Hanson 
August 18, 1955 - January 11, 2022   |   Ithaca, Nebraska 

 Mary A. Hanson, age 66, of Ithaca, 

Nebraska, passed away on January 

11, 2022 at home. 

 Mary Hanson was born in Omaha, 

Nebraska to Joseph and Gladys 

Sokolik on August 18, 1955. She is a 

graduate of Ralston High School and 

attended the University of Nebraska 

where she earned a bachelorôs de-

gree in animal science and a mas-

ters in regional planning. 

 After college, she worked at Waldo 

Farms in Dewitt. She became a mail 

carrier and worked in Beatrice, 

Crete, and Lincoln. She was later 

appointed postmaster at Ithaca, 

where she met her husband, Dwight 

Hanson. They were married on May 

12, 1990. She finished her post of-

fice career as the postmaster of 

Ceresco.  

 Mary went back to school and 

earned a Masters in Regional Plan-

ning. With this, she landed her 

dream job as a trails planner for the 

National Park Service in the Rivers 

and Trails Department of the Mid-

west Region. Several of her projects 

were in Saunders County and 

throughout the Midwest Region.  

 Mary became the first ñhorse trailò 

expert in the Park Service and 

worked on many projects outside of 

her region including a 1,000 acre  

Judy Jesse 
April 2022   |   Ringgold, Georgia 

 Judy Jesse, long time Region 5 & 6 horsemanship judge, competitor, ride 
manager, trailblazer, National Board member, and friend to many, departed 
this world in 2022 on her newjourney. 

preserve of equestrian land near 

Lexington, Kentucky. 

 As an avid animal lover (especially 

horses), Mary always had cats, dogs 

and other pets throughout her 

life. She competed driving horses in 

combined driving events in the Unit-

ed States and Canada. She volun-

teered and competed in numerous 

NATRC competitive trail rides 

throughout the United States, earn-

ing a competitive pleasure national 

championship, taking home many 

awards and completing over 1,000 

competition miles. She was the past 

president of the Eastern Nebraska 

Driving Society and was a regional 

representative for NATRC.   

 She also volunteered at the Worlds  

Pairs Championship, the Worlds 

Equestrian Games, Saunders County 

Lost Pets, the Nebraska Horse Trails 

Committee, and many other organi-

zations. 

 Mary is survived by her husband 

Dwight Hanson, three sisters, one 

brother, and many nieces and neph-

ews. 

 Memorials in her name have been 

used to help build a new building for 

the St. Lillianôs Childrenôs Home in 

Gayaza, Uganda. 

 A celebration of her life was held 

on July 2, 2022 at her home where 

friends and family accompanied her 

on her last ride. The celebration in-

cluded a ceremony where folks 

shared a few of their memories of 

Mary. There were trails to follow to 

view and enjoy nature, an obstacle 

course for 

trail riders, 

a driving 

derby and 

a barbe-

cue. As 

Mary had 

wanted, her 

friends and 

family were able to experience some 

of Maryôs favorite activities.   
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EXTEND COMBINED WEIGHT CLASSES FOR ONE YEAR  

SECTION 4 ð DIVISIONS, CLASSES, AND ELIGIBILITY 
B. Classes 

1.  Heavyweight and Lightweight classes are combined into an Adult class on a temporary basis for 
the 2025 ride year and will revert to 2022 rules unless extended by the National Board of Direc-
tors. 

ƖƔƖƙɯ ××ÝɀËɯ1ÜÓÌɯ"ÏÈÕÎÌÚ 
Changes are in RED. 

,ÌÌÛɯ.ÜÙɯ
-ÌÞÓàɯ 
 ××ÙÖÝÌËɯ
)ÜËÎÌÚ 
ĞMÿMéu¸!éĥ 

¬MuñĆéM 

Madalyn 
Ward, 
DVM 

 

Linda 
Johnson-
Conne 

Photo by Family 

Erin 
McChesney 
Photo by Self 

STABLING 

SECTION 5 ð THE RIDE 
B. Stabling 

4. Stabling option not allowed during competition as primary containment.  
a. Hobbling of any kind 
b. Portable panels that are not securely anchored to a trailer or a tree 
c. Electric fencing 
d. Staking out in any manner 
e. Stallions in portable panels 

5. Stallions: Stallions must be double tiedé 

Fran 
Muench 
Photo by 
Family 

oÃéñM¶!¸ñouæ 

Debby 
Starr 
Photo by  

Becky Rogers 

VETERINARY JUDGING   

SECTION 6 - JUDGING 
A. Procedures: The judges may act together and discuss individual entrants throughout the course of 

the ride. 
2. Start of Competition 

a. For the purposes of scoring maneuvering trail/behavior, soundness and horsemanship, the 
horse and rider shall be considered in competition from the moment that the horse is pre-
sented to the judges for preliminary examination.  

5. Final Examination: There must be a final examination (including condition, soundness, and ma-
neuvering trail/behavior) of all horses by the veterinary and horsemanship judges after the com-
pletion of the final day's ride. 

B. Veterinary Judging: Judges shall not discriminate against any animal due to conformation or type as 
long as the animal performs satisfactorily. Horses are to be evaluated on the following three criteria: 
condition, soundness and maneuvering trail/behavior. Leisure Division does not have to adhere to 
these scoring categories. 
3. Maneuvering Trail/Behavior 15%: The evaluation of maneuvering trail/behavior shall include, but 

not be limited to, the following: disposition, response to rider, kicking, head tossing, prancing, 
standing for examination and mounting, buddying up, trail wise, etc. 

D. Leisure Division. Horses will be evaluated on maneuvering trail/behavior. Riders will be evaluated on 
equitation and partnership with the horse. Safety may be scored. 

(Affected portions of front and back of horse scorecard included here for reference)  
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ƖƔƖƚɯ/ÙÖ×ÖÚÌËɯ1ÜÓÌɯ"ÏÈÕÎÌÚ 
To be voted on by NBOD in July 2025  |  Changes are in RED 

#1: CHANGE THE END OF THE RIDE YEAR 

SECTION 2. SANCTIONED RIDES AND CLINICS 
A. Ride 

1.  Sanctioning 

d. Ride year ends the last second Sunday in November 

SECTION 9. AWARDS 
B. Annual Awards 

1.  General 

e.  Ride year ends the last second Sunday in November. 

Rationale: To allow sufficient time to wrap up year-end standings. 

#2: COMBINE DIVISION WEIGHT CLASSES INTO ADULT CLASS 

a: TEMPORARY ONE-YEAR ACTION 

SECTION 4 - DIVISION, CLASSES, AND ELIGIBILITY 

B. Classes 
1.  Heavyweight and Lightweight classes will combine into an Adult class on a temporary basis for the 2026 ride year and will revert to 2022 rules unless 

extended by the National Board of Directors. 

Rationale: Continue current year-to-year approval process. In the 2023 ride season, merging the Heavyweight and Lightweight classes into a 
single ADULT class yielded the desired results. There were many fewer tiny classes (<3 competitors) and while there were some large classes 
(>10 competitors), the number wasnôt large and was still much less than experienced historically in NATRC. Heavyweights may be at a disad-
vantage competing with lightweights, but without the merger, many classes would have no real competition. By making the change temporary, it 

is slightly easier to reverse this change if ridership improves. 

b: MAKE PERMANENT 

SECTION 4 - DIVISION, CLASSES, AND ELIGIBILITY 

B.  Classes 
1.  Heavyweight and Lightweight classes will combine into an Adult class on a permanent basis. for the 2025 year and will revert to 2022 rules unless 

extended by the National Board of Directors. 

Rationale: In the 2023 ride season, merging the Heavyweight and Lightweight classes into a single ADULT class yielded the desired results. 
There were many fewer tiny classes (<3 competitors) and while there were some large classes (>10 competitors), the number wasnôt large and 
was still much less than experienced historically in NATRC. Heavyweights may be at a disadvantage competing with lightweights, but without 
the merge many classes would have no real competition. By making the change permanent, competitors know this is what to expect going for-
ward and the NBOD would be freed up from annual discussions on this rule. Weight class can be reconsidered when ridership increases to offer 
realistic competition in the weight classes.  

#3: RETURN SWEEPSTAKES AWARD TO ITS ORIGINAL INTENT 

SECTION 9 - AWARDS 

A. Ride Awards 
4. The horses with the highest scores from the Open, Competitive Pleasure and Novice Divisions shall be the recipients of the Open, Competitive Pleasure 

and Novice Sweepstakes Awards.  

A.  Ride Awards 
4.  Open, Competitive Pleasure and Novice Sweepstakes awards will be presented to the equine competitor that receives a FIRST place in the Open, 

Competitive Pleasure and Novice divisions and only if there are starters in more than one class in a division. 

Rationale: The first place requirement further ensures that the equine is truly the top competitor of that division and not a recipient by default. 
There have been instances when an equine with the ñhighest scoreò has been lame on check out and had a second place but still received 
Sweepstakes. More than one class in a division highlights the original intent of sweepstakes and brings back the element of suspense.  
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ƖƔƖƚɯ/ÙÖ×ÖÚÌËɯ1ÜÓÌɯ"ÓÈÙÐŗÊÈÛÐÖÕÚ 
To be voted on by NBOD in July 2025  |  Changes are in RED 

#1: SCHEDULING AND FEES FOR SANCTIONED EVENTS 

SECTION 2. SANCTIONED RIDES AND CLINICS 

A.  Ride 
5. Scheduling   

b. Rides scheduled for the same weekend shall be at least 250 miles apart in order to be sanctioned. A Leisure Division-only ride may be excepted. 
c. Priority on ride dates shall be given to rides sanctioned the previous ride year. 
d. Rides sanctioned but cancelled will hold their priority date for one year only. 

e. Sanction written commitment for established ride is due by the 31st of January. After the 31st of January, the priority date will be forfeited. 

Rationale: c, d and e are more appropriate in the P&P in the Ride Sanction section. 

B. Clinics 
2. Fees - See Clinic Sanction Application 

a. There is no sanction fee. 
b. Clinic fees for participants will be identified in the application. 
c. Upon request, each NATRC region will be granted funds for insurance at sanctioned NATRC clinics, as determined by the NATRC Board of Direc-

tors. 
4. Scheduling - See Clinic Sanction Application 

a. Sanction application must be received in the NATRC office at least sixty (60) days prior to the clinic date. 

b. In addition to NATRC literature, suggested clinic outlines and format will be furnished upon submission of sanction application. 

Rationale: Not necessary. 2.a-c. and 4.a are covered in the Clinic Sanction Application; 4.b does not apply any more. 

#2: ANNOUNCING TIME PENALTY POINTS 

SECTION 5 ð THE RIDE 
J. Timing and Time Penalty Points 

7. Announcement of Time Penalty Points 

a. Timers must inform ride chair, who must in turn inform riders who were early/late of the number of minutes early/late. any early/late arrivals. Bar-

ring unforeseen circumstances, ideally this shall be accomplished within 2 hours of completion of each day's event, but and no later than prior to 

awards presentation. 

SECTION 6 ð JUDGING 
E. Penalty Points 

3.   Ride chair must inform riders and all judges of any penalty points. Barring unforeseen circumstances, ideally this shall be accomplished on the same 

day, but must be done and prior to ride awards presentation. 

Rationale: Sometimes errors in calculating or recording time or other penalties are not found until after the ride. These errors can result in 
score and placing changes and must be consistent with 5.J.3.(early arrivals), 5.J.4 (late arrivals)., 5.J.6 (additional time penalties)., 6.E.4 
(scoring penalty points) and 6.E.5 (faulting horsemanship). 

#3: PULL IS FINAL 

SECTION 6 ð JUDGING 
 G.  Pull Criteria 

5.  A pulled equine or rider may not re-enter the same competition for any reason. 

Rationale: This would clarify that a pull is final.  

When talking about finding the right trail horse:  

ȶIȴm not a fan of drama, so words like kind, curious, 

sweet, and easy-going are essential to me.ȷ  

-- Robert Eversole, the ñTrailMeisterò author of The   
ABCs of Trail Riding and Horse Camping, 2021 
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ƖƔƖƘɯ.×ÌÕɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ ÞÈÙËÚ 
ᶰᶮᶰᶲ æɶǸɾȡǱǸɅʌẏɾ >ʔɳ 
ÃʬǸɶǍȺȺ oȡȓț æɐȡɅʌ ÃɳǸɅ oɐɶɾǸ 

RPH Ebony Diamond ridden by Patti Hicks 
 140 Points/Half-Arabian Mare 
Acceptance Speech by Patti Hicks 

ȹ"ÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÖÕɯ×ÈÎÌɯƕƗȺ 

Saddle sponsored by Specialized Saddles & NATRC,  

Blanket sponsored by Jan Stewart, Buckle sponsored by Fran & Gayle Muench 

Photo by Pam Bishop 

Iôm honored to be here 
tonight and join the list of 
riders and horses that 
stretches back to my child-
hood, for I was born the 
year NATRC began. 
 Iôve been riding for as 
long as I can remember. My 
Dad preferred gaited hors-
es, but when I was 15, I 
persuaded him to buy me a 
barrel racing horse. After 
Ronald and I married in 
1979, I continued to rodeo, 
and we also team roped. I 
trained horses professional-
ly for many years and we 
raised Paints and Quarter 
Horses.  
 One day I realized my 
hobby had become a job 
and wasnôt fun anymore. I 
stopped training, went to 
work in the school system, 
and we decided to liquidate 
our breeding stock. We 
would keep two colts to re-
place our aging riding hors-
es. The year was 2002 and 
I would soon discover a 
new sport that would 
change and define my life.  
 But first, let me thank the 
many people who have 
been instrumental in Dia-
mond and me achieving this  
prestigious award. 
 My husband Ronald for taking 
care of the rig, traveling with me, 
believing always that we could do 
this, and cooking all of our meals! 
Thank you! 
 My family for their support and 
understanding in what chasing this 
goal has meant to me.  
 Neighbors, Brad and Leigh Smith, 
for taking care of things at home and 

leaving special gifts of support on our 
counter.  
 My many friends and fellow riders 
for your help, advice, encouragement 
and kind words throughout the year. 
Our longtime friend and farrier  
Steve Belyeu for constantly rearrang-
ing his schedule to keep Diamond  
shod and sound. We had a trip  
planned in March 2014, so he and  

 While Star was growing up, I com-
peted another mare we owned doing 
a season of novice and then stepping 
up to open, learning about the sport. 
 Eventually Star was old enough to 
start going to rides. She had suffered 
a serious injury as a young horse, 
and I was advised she would likely  
never see a trail. But she saw 1280  

RPH Ebony Diamond and Patti Hicks, Photo by Ivy Starnes 

wife Sherry kept our mare, 
Star, and Diamond was 
born on their place.ШSherry 
said she imprinted her, but 
Diamond is always hard to 
shoe on the left rear so we 
joke that she missed a 
foot. 
And a very special thank 
you to Beverly Roberts 
who does so much for 
NATRC. Without her gen-
erosity, this amazing jour-
ney would not have begun. 
See, it all started back in 
the spring of 2003. A buck-
skin Paint filly was born on 
my birthday at our farm. I 
named her RPH Go Spe-
cial Star.  
 Then I happened to see 
an advertisement for an 
NATRC competition that 
was held near our town of 
Jefferson, Texas. It sound-
ed interesting! Through the 
internet, I met local riders 
Paula Riley, Ginger Bailey 
and Larry Gould, and that 
fall went to my first ride at 
Robbers Cave in Oklaho-
ma. I rode my barrel horse 
Stormy. We didnôt place 
very well but Ronald and I 
were hooked.  
 We had found our peo-
ple. 
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ȹ"ÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÖÕɯ×ÈÎÌɯƕƘȺ 

ȹæɶǸɾȡǱǸɅʌẏɾ >ʔɳ "ÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯ×ÈÎÌɯƕƖȺ 
 

miles in competition and earned two 
open national championships. 
 In 2012, she and I embarked on 
the magical journey of 16 rides, the 
most you can count for points during 
a season. I was working full time, but 
we juggled my days off to make the 
13 rides in Region 4 and three more 
in Kansas in Region 6. Star and I 
ended the year as number one in 
open lightweight in both horse and 
horsemanship in national standings. 
Tammy Lineback and Susieôs Star-
dust won Presidentôs Cup. We rode 
and traveled together throughout the 
season and made many fond memo-
ries. 
  Starôs earlier injury had been 
plaguing her and I knew at the con-
clusion of the last ride what I wanted  
to do. She was retired and I contact-
ed Beverly to ask if she still had her 
black Arabian stallion, and could I 
please breed my champion mare? 
 Her reply came back, ñYes we still 
have Raven, but heôs 26 years old 
and we havenôt bred him in years.ò 
As my heart sank, Beverly then said, 
ñWhy donôt you come get him, and 
he can winter in warmer Texas and 
try to get your mare in foal.ò And so, 
we did! 

 March 2014, a sassy black pinto 
Half-Arabian filly was born. I named 
her RPH Ebony Diamond, and all of 
NATRC watched her grow up. Jonni 
Jewel has reminded me she is spe-
cial, for she follows the philosophy of 
being specifically bred and trained 
for this sport. She is a third genera-
tion NATRC horse. 
 I spent the next few years acquir-
ing a horsemanship judging card and 
seeing the sport from a different per-
spective. But soon Diamond was a 5
-year-old and I started serious train-
ing. In the spring of her 6-year-old 
year, we attended our first competi-
tion starting in open, where we 
passed on at least three observa-
tions! 
 We continued to work on her con-
ditioning, saddle fit, diet, and all the 
things she needed to be successful. 
 In 2022, we missed some rides 
when she stepped in a hole and 
strained her suspensory. But she 
came back and earned her first 
sweepstakes and open national 
championship. 
 In December, she won the Jingle 
Bell Jaunt, first ride of the 2023 sea-
son, and was then sidelined with an 
abscess. Again, she came back to 
earn her second open national 

championship. 
 Then it was Decem-
ber again and once 
more she won Jingle 
Bell Jaunt, the first ride 
of 2024. But this time, 
the magic didnôt stop. 
We kept going to rides, 
winning and placing 
well, and staying 
sound. 
 Next, we went to 
San Antonio for the 
Stroll along the Medina 
River, followed by the 
long running Scamper 
on 7IL Ranch, site of 
her first ride 3 years 
prior. 
 Our fourth ride was 
the surprisingly tough 
Red Dirt trail in Louisi-
ana. We had cold rain. 
Diamond received her 
lowest score when her  

Baby Diamond 

and Patti Hicks, 

2014, Family Photo 

hindquarters muscles were stiff and 
tight. Dr. Tamara Gull was judging 
and suggested different electrolytes 
and minerals which corrected the 
problem, and we had no more is-
sues. 
We then traveled east to Alabama 
for Sprig in Dixie at beautiful and 
historic Camp McClellan here in Re-
gion 5 where she took first with a 
high score of 98. Traveling west 
back home, we just missed the 
eclipse! 

Back in Texas, we competed in 
the rocky Raising the Bar which be-
came a 1-day B ride due to heavy 
rainfall. We definitely needed good 
raingear this season!  
Staying close to home, we com-
peted in the lovely east Texas Piney 
Woods for Leave No Trace, just a 3-
hour drive! 
Kansas was next on the list, start-
ing out our summer of five out-of- 
region rides in a row and a lot of 
driving.  
 By May, I had started paying at-
tention to the points, planning our 
trips as Diamond just kept going 
strong. On long drives, we would 
leave home on Wednesday, break-
ing up the haul so Diamond would 
get more rest. We brought along our 
Catahoula, Caddo, who was like her 
emotional support dog! 

 May 29th, the day before we 
were to leave for Kanopolis, Kansas, 
I went to feed and something wasnôt 
right. Diamond was walking slowly  

Diamond and Patti Hicks  
Photo by Cindy Keen 
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ȹæɶǸɾȡǱǸɅʌẏɾ >ʔɳ "ÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯ×ÈÎÌɯƕƗȺ 
Cow Lake in Ok-
lahoma. We en-
dured a tornado 
scare on Satur-
day night with 
sirens going off, 
and rode in cold 
driving rain all 
day Sunday, 
placing third. 
This was our 
14th competition. 
 We had trav-
eled almost 
12,000 miles and 
had ridden 810 
miles in seven 
states and three 
regions. I had 
asked my horse 
to do this for me, 
and she had 
never wavered 
from our goal. 
We had two 
more rides on 
our calendar, in 
Kansas and Ala-
bama. More cold 
and rain were 
predicted, and I 
had family 
events at home I 
would be missing.  
I was packed to be  
gone for two weeks,  
but after counting points, I decided 
we were going to stay home. I knew 
we had achieved what I set forth to 
do. 
 This year has been amazing. Rid-
ing new places, making new friends 
and collecting unforgettable memo-
ries. 
 Thank you to all the ride manag-
ers and volunteers who made this 
season, and all seasons, happen. 
 Thank you to everyone who has 
sponsored our lovely awards, and to 
Specialized Saddles for generously 
donating our beautiful custom sad-
dle. Thanks to our regional repre-
sentative, John Nowell, for your sup-
port, help, and beautiful photog-
raphy capturing our memories. You 
have both done so much for us rid-
ers and are very appreciated. 
 Iôd like to also recognize Kris 
Wech for offering me her home 
while traveling, Jan Stewart for her 
prayer for safe travel and rides, Mar-
ilyn Bivens for Diamondôs special 
good-luck halter she wore all year,  

and Jennifer Krause for tagging be-
hind me at  most of the rides helping 
with staying on trail. 
 Thanks to so many for just being  
there when I was tired or stressed. 
 When people are asked what they 
learn from this sport, they usually 
mention better horsemanship and 
horse care. Iôve learned those things, 
too. But, when I think what this sport, 
and especially this year has taught 
me, I realize Iôve learned persever-
ance, determination, preparedness, 
and humility. 
 Iôve learned to be a better rider, 
and I hope, a better person. 
 To you the riders, set goals, follow 
your dreams, and always believe in 
yourself and your horse. Congratula-
tions to those of you who achieved 
your goals and won amazing awards 
this season! 
 Thank you. 

toward the barn, and drooling. When 
I saw her hugely swollen jaw, I 
feared a snake bite, but it was a big 
nest of wasps by the water trough 
that had stung her. All day we ap-
plied hydro, ice and mud packs, de-
ciding to forego medications. That 
night, I coated her jaw thickly with 
mud poultice, put on her lycra mask 
and went to bed. 

 Early the next morning she 
greeted me with a nicker! She had 
eaten all her hay, drunk a bucket of 
water, and all the heat and swelling 
were gone! I ran back to the house 
yelling for Ronald to get up, that we 
were going to Kansas! Diamond 
placed 2nd at Kanopolis Canyons 
and earned the final points for her 
3rd open national championship.  
We went to Hillsdale, Kansas for 
Back in the Saddle where it was very 
hot. She lost her first and only point 
at a P&R for respiration. 
August was the very long trek 
north to Brushy Creek in Iowa where 
she earned another sweepstakes. 
With 8% grades into camp, I can say 
that Iowa is definitely not all flat. 
I always wanted to attend Ride the 
Edge in Jamestown, Tennessee, and 
in September, I got my chance. Such 
a beautiful, scenic ranch, and Dia-
mond scored an awesome 99.5. 
Then it was back to Kansas for 
Jesse James Rideout where we also 
got to eat a cheeseburger in Para-
dise at a local restaurant. So much 
fun! 
We had traveled so far all summer 
from our home in northeast Texas. 
Diamond hauled and traveled so 
well. Always loading, eating and 
drinking on the road. She continued 
to stay sound and place high. We 
were having fun, sharing adventures 
and making lifetime memories. 
 The four of us, me, husband 
Ronald, Diamond, and dog Caddo, 
were often joined on the road by 
friend Marilyn Bivens and her horse, 
Rocky, as we chased our dreams 
and goals. 
 In October, we finally returned to 
Region 4 and Texas for Grasslands 
Gamble. In placing second and win-
ning horsemanship, we won their 
special high point combination 
award, a beautiful hand burned wood 
plaque donated by a new member! 
 Early November, I traveled alone 
to the last ride in Region 4 at Bell  

RPH Ebony Diamond and Patti Hicks  
Photo by Ivy Starnes 
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¦ȡɃ ¶ǸɅǸȒǸǸ ¶ǸɃɐɶȡǍȺ  
>ɐɃǩȡɅǸǱ oȡȓț æɐȡɅʌ 

oɐɶɾǸ ǍɅǱ  
oɐɶɾǸɃǍɅɾțȡɳ 

Perpetual Trophy Donated by Jack Menefee 

Buckle sponsored by Teresa Galliher 

Ribbon sponsored by Fran & Gayle Muench 

  

RPH Ebony Diamond and Patti Hicks      
288 Points 

æɐȺȺʳ =ɶȡǱȓǸɾ  
oȡȓț !ʬǸɶǍȓǸ oɐɶɾǸɃǍɅɾțȡɳ 

Buckle sponsored by Jonni Jewell & Kim Murphy 
Ribbon sponsored by Sarah J. Smith 

 

Patti Hicks ............................................... 99.23% 

 Runners Up 
Helen Smith ............................................ 99.13% 
Cynthia Mettes ........................................ 97.56% 

Patti Hicks and RPH Ebony Diamond 
Photo by Carolyn Chapman 

Rushcreek Frontier 
and Helen Smith 
Photo by Diana Sadler 

=Ǹʬ ÿȡǩǩȡʌʌɾ gɶǍɅǱ >țǍɃɳȡɐɅ  
oȡȓț !ʬǸɶǍȓǸ oɐɶɾǸ  

Buckle sponsored by NECTRA 

Ribbon sponsored by Sarah J. Smith 

 

 Rushcreek Frontier / Arabian .................... 99.22% 

 Runners Up 
 Good Luke Charm / Arabian ..................... 97.57% 
 RPH Ebony Diamond / Half-Arabian ......... 97.14% 

Patti Hicks and RPH Ebony Diamond Photo by Kristen Schmalzried 
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ÃʬǸɶǍȺȺ oȡȓț æɐȡɅʌ ÃɳǸɅ 

ÃɳǸɅ !ǱʔȺʌ oɐɶɾǸ 
Ribbons sponsored by John Zeliff 

1. RPH Ebony Diamond / har ................. Patti Hicks / R4 ............... 140 

2. Good Luke Charm / gr ........................ Cynthia Mettes / R4 ........ 107 

3. Rushcreek Frontier / ar ...................... Helen Smith / R6 .............. 99 

4. AF Johnny Bravo / ar ......................... Jonni Jewell / R4 .............. 87 

5. Jiminy Cricket / gr............................... Jennifer Mulligan / R5 ....... 72 

6. Vaquero / smr .................................... Teresa Galliher/ R4 .......... 58 

RPH Ebony Diamond and 

Patti Hicks 
Photo by Ivy Starns 

Jiminy Cricket and  
Jennifer Mulligan 
Photo by Nancy Fuller 

Rushcreek Frontier and 
Helen Smith 

Photo by Jan Stewart 

AF Johnny Bravo and Jonni Jewell 
Photo by Helen Smith 

Vaquero and Teresa Gallher 
Photo by Kay Gunckel 

ȹ"ÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÖÕɯ×ÈÎÌɯƕƛȺ 

Good Luke Charm 
and Cynthia Mettes 
Photo by Kristen Schmalzried 
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1. Patti Hicks / R4........................................ 148 

2. Cynthia Mettes / R4 ................................. 113 

3. Jonni Jewell / R4 ....................................... 83 

4. Helen Smith / R6 ....................................... 80 

5. Teresa Galliher / R4 .................................. 51 

5. Jennifer Mulligan / R5................................ 51 

6. Mary Anna Wood / R6 ............................... 32 

ÃɳǸɅ !ǱʔȺʌ oɐɶɾǸɃǍɅɾțȡɳ 
Ribbons sponsored by John Zeliff 

Patti Hicks 
Photo by Pam Bishop 

ȹÃʬǸɶǍȺȺ oȡȓț æɐȡɅʌ ÃɳǸɅ "ÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯ×ÈÎÌɯƕƚȺ 

Helen Smith 
Photo by Kristen Schmalzried 

Cynthia Mettes 
Photo by Pam Bishop 

Jonni Jewell 
Photo by Pam Bishop 

Teresa Galliher 
Photo by Stacey Wilson 

Mary Anna Wood 
Photo by Cheryl Bohling 

Jennifer Mulligan 
Photo by Pam Bishop 
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ȹÃʬǸɶǍȺȺ oȡȓț æɐȡɅʌ ÃɳǸɅ "ÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯ×ÈÎÌɯƕƛȺ 

Mtntop Never Say Never and 
Anna Beth Lawrence   
Photo by Susie Geiger 

ÃɳǸɅ ¦ʔɅȡɐɶ 
oɐɶɾǸ 

1. Mtntop Never Say Never  

    / morg ........................... 24 

2. Timber Jac Joe  

    / qtr ............................... 16 

Timber Jac Joe and Anna 
Beth Lawrence   
Photo by Marsha Howard 

ÃɳǸɅ ¦ʔɅȡɐɶ oɐɶɾǸɃǍɅɾțȡɳ 
Silver Tray sponsored by Cindy Keen 
Ribbons sponsored Esther Diaguila 

1. Anna Beth Lawrence / R5 ...................... 42 

ÃɳǸɅ ¦ʔɅȡɐɶ oȡȓț !ʬǸɶǍȓǸ  
oɐɶɾǸɃǍɅɾțȡɳ 

 Buckle and ribbon sponsored by Suzi Geiger 

 

     Anna Beth Lawrence ......................... 86.79% 

Anna Beth Lawrence and  
Mtntop Never Say Never, Photo by Susie Geiger 

Anna Beth Lawrence 
Photo by Self 

ñ0ŋůŴħŚĳƪ ȄŋĸļŬǟ ŷůŷħŕŕǹ ŕşşǄ ŅşǛ ħǋ ħŚņŷŕħǛ Ĳşĸǹ ŴƏũƪג şƈļŬħŕǆ Ĳşĸǹ ĲħŕħŚĳƪג Ĳŋƴ ĲħŬŬļǆ ħŚƨ
ŉļħŬǤ ņŋŬŴƸג ȈŉşŬǤ ĳħŚŚşǋ ĲşŚļǟג řļĸŋŷǊ ŕļŚņŴƸ ũħůŴļŬŚǟג Ƙ Śŋĳƪ ȄşŷŚƨ ŅşşǤג ņşşƨ ƉŋŴŉļŬǟג ŕħŬņƪ
Ɖļŕǆ-ũŕħĳļƨ ļƏļǟג ĳşşũļŬħŴŋƈƪ ħŴŴŋŴŷĸƪג Ƙ ȈřħŬǤ ħŚƨ ŴŬŷůŴŋŚƴ ĸŋůũşůŋŴŋşǋג ħŚƨ ȈřşşŴƸ ħĳŴŋşǋב
eŋĸļŬǟ ħŕůǐ ũŬļŅļǛ Ƙ ŉşŬůƪ ŴŉħǤ ŉħǟ Ĳļļǋ ũħůŴŷŬƪ-Ȅħŋůļƨ ƈļŬůŷǟ ȈŴħŕǆ-Ȅħŋůļƨבᴂ 

- Deb Bennet, Ph.D., NATRC Riderôs Manual, 2021 
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1st Prize   

$500 Riding Warehouse Gift Card  

Cheryl Bohling, R6  

3rd Prize   

Quick Draw Tie Line (6 winners) 

 Whitney Braito   R1   
 Lory Walls  R2 
 Ashley Edwards R3 
 Teresa Galliher R4 
 Therese Surdel R5 
 Kris Wech R6 

2nd Prize   
$300 Riding Warehouse Gift Card 

Catherine Gast,  R6 

ÃɳǸɅ ¸ǍʌȡɐɅǍȺ >țǍɃɳȡɐɅɾ 
Ribbons sponsored by Sarah J. Smith 

Region 4 

RPH Ebony Diamond / Half Arabian .... Patti Hicks 
(Blanket sponsored by Jonni Jewell) 

Good Luke Charm / Grade ............ Cynthia Mettes 
(Blanket sponsored by Fran & Gayle Muench) 

AF Johnny Bravo / Arabian ................ Jonni Jewell 
(Blanket sponsored by Helen Smith) 

Region 6 

Rushcreek Frontier / Arabian ............. Helen Smith 
(Blanket sponsored by Marilyn Marston) 

RPH Ebony Diamond 
Photo by Ivy Starns 

AF Johnny Bravo 
Photo by Jan Stewart-Taylor 

Good Luke Charm 
Photo by Kristen Schmalzried 

ÇVé>  ÕÕÜÈÓɯ1ÈśÌɯ1ÌÚÜÓÛÚ 
The winners were drawn at the National Convention awards banquet in 
Nashville, TN on February 22, 2025. Thank you all who purchased tickets! 

Rushcreek Frontier 
Photo by Jan Stewart 

/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ǳŎƪȅ ²ƛƴƴŜǊǎΗ 
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oȡȓț æɐȡɅʌ >ɐɃǩȡɅǍʌȡɐɅ  
!ǱʔȺʌ ÿǸǍɃ 

Buckle sponsored by Tammy Lineback 

Ribbon sponsored by Fran & Gayle Muench 
 

 Little Rocky Road and Marilyn Bivens 

213 Points 

gɶǍɅǱ >țǍɃɳȡɐɅ  
oȡȓț !ʬǸɶǍȓǸ oɐɶɾǸ  

 Buckle sponsored by Patti Hicks 
Ribbon sponsored by Fran & Gayle Muench 

 

 Little Rocky Road / gr .................. 98.29% 

oȡȓț !ʬǸɶǍȓǸ  
oɐɶɾǸɃǍɅɾțȡɳ 

 Ribbon sponsored by Fran & Gayle Muench 
 

 Marilyn Bivens ............................. 97.92% 

ƖƔƖƘɯ"ÖÔ×ÌÛÐÛÐÝÌɯ/ÓÌÈÚÜÙÌɯ 
-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ ÞÈÙËÚ 

oȡȓț æɐȡɅʌ >ɐɃǩȡɅǍʌȡɐɅ  
¦ʔɅȡɐɶ ÿǸǍɃ 

Buckle and ribbon sponsored by Marsha Howard 

 

DLC Roxies Peponita and Mikey Patisaul 

42 Points 

DLC Roxies Peponita and Mikey Patisaul 
Photo by Becky Pearman 

Little Rocky Road and Marilyn Bivens 
Photo by John Nowell 
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ÃʬǸɶǍȺȺ oȡȓț æɐȡɅʌ >ɐɃɳǸʌȡʌȡʬǸ æȺǸǍɾʔɶǸ 

>æ !ǱʔȺʌ oɐɶɾǸ 

1. Little Rocky Road / gr ........................... Marilyn Bivens / R4 ... 112 

2. Shimmerôs Golden Perfection D./ mft  ... Kathi Wiggins / R5 ....... 82  

3. Mageed Ibn Kamal Ma / ar  .................. Mollie Kelly / R4 .......... 79  

4. Princeôs Rising Moon / mft .................... Kris Wech / R6 ............ 76 

5. Mtntop Never Say Never / morg ........... Marsha Howard / R5 ... 70 

6. Mick Jagger / gr .................................... Sierra Patisaul / R5 ..... 60 

ȹ"ÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÖÕɯ×ÈÎÌɯƖƖȺ 

Little Rocky Road 
and Marilyn Bivens 

Photo by John Nowell 

Mageed Ibn Kamal Ma 
and Mollie Kelly 
Photo by Ivy Starns 

Mtntop Never Say  
Never and Marsha Howard 

Photo by Becky Pearman 

Princeôs Rising Moon and 
Kris Wech, Photo by Ivy Starns 

Shimmerôs Golden Perfection D. and 
Kathi Wiggins, Photo by Carolyn Chapman 

Silver Tray sponsored by Jan Stewart 

Ribbon sponsored by Patty Lucas 

Mick Jagger and Sierra 
Patisaul, Photo by Becky Pearman 
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>æ ¦ʔɅȡɐɶ oɐɶɾǸ 
Silver Tray sponsored by Cindy Keen 

Ribbons sponsored by Esther Diaguila 

1. DLC Roxies Peponita / paint ... Mikey Patisaul / R5 ... 22 

2. Sonny / gr ............................... Virginia Meyer ........... 18 

DLC Roxies Peponita  

and Mikey Patisaul 
Photo by Becky Pearman 

ȹÃʬǸɶǍȺȺ oȡȓț æɐȡɅʌ >æ "ÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯ×ÈÎÌɯƖƕȺ 

>æ ¦ʔɅȡɐɶ oɐɶɾǸɃǍɅɾțȡɳ 
Silver Tray sponsored by Cindy Keen 

Ribbons sponsored by Esther Diaguila 

1. Mikey Patisaul / R5 ........................ 20 

2. Virginia Meyer / R5 ......................... 18 

>æ !ǱʔȺʌ  
oɐɶɾǸɃǍɅɾțȡɳ 
Silver Tray and ribbons sponsored by  

Fran & Gayle Muench  

1. Marilyn Bivens / R4 .......... 101 

2. Kathi Wiggins / R5 ............. 78 

2. Sierra Patisaul / R5 ............ 78 

3. Marsha Howard / R5 .......... 72 

4. Kris Wech / R6 ................... 62 

5. Ashley Edwards / R3 .......... 60 

6. Lael Feist / R5 .................... 56 

Mikey Patisaul 
Photo by Becky Pearman 

Virginia Meyer 
Photo by Family 

Marilyn 
Bivens 
Photo by 
Peggy 
Johnson 

Marsha Howard 
Photo by FastFoto 

Kris Wech 
Photo by Self Ashley Edwards 

Photo by Self 

Kathi Wiggins 
Photo by Self 

Sierra Patisaul 
Photo by Cindy Keen 

Lael Feist, Photo by Self 

Sonny and Virginia Meyer 
Photo by Family 
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>ɐɃɳǸʌȡʌȡʬǸ æȺǸǍɾʔɶǸ ¸ǍʌȡɐɅǍȺ >țǍɃɳȡɐɅɾ 
Ribbons sponsored by Sarah J. Smith 

Region 4 
Little Rocky Road / Grade .................................................................... Marilyn Bivens 

(Blanket sponsored by Jan Stewart) 

Mageed Ibn Kamal Ma / Arabian ............................................................... Molly Kelly 
(Blanket sponsored by Fran & Gayle Muench) 

 

Region 5 
Shimmerôs Golden Perfection D. / Missouri Fox Trotter ....................... Kathi Wiggins 

(Blanket sponsored by Donna Curry) 

 
Region 6 

Princeôs Rising Moon / Missouri Fox Trotter ............................................... Kris Wech 
(Blanket sponsored by John Zeliff) 

Princeôs Rising Moon 
Photo by Ivy Starns  

Shimmerôs Golden  
Perfection D. 

Photo by Carolyn Chapman 

Mageed Ibn Kamal Ma 
Photo by Ivy Starns 

Little Rocky Road 
Photo by Ivy Starns  

>ɐɅʬǸɅʌȡɐɅ æǍɶɐǱʳ - MɵʔǸɾʌɶȡǍɅɾ ÿțɶɐʔȓț ʌțǸ !ȓǸɾ 
>ɐɾʌʔɃǸɾ ǪɐʔɶʌǸɾʳ ɐȒ ɾɐɶǪǸɶǸɶ ɾǸǍɃɾʌɶǸɾɾ ¶Ǎɶʌʳ fȡɅǱȺǸʳ 

Photo by Tina Sanford 
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ƖƔƖƘɯ-ÖÝÐÊÌɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ ÞÈÙËÚ 
oȡȓț æɐȡɅʌ >ɐɃǩȡɅǍʌȡɐɅ  

Marilyn Hartness Honored 

Marilyn, an NATRC mem-

ber and competitor, cancer 

survivor, and author of 

Brave the Day, a compila-

tion of her personal journals 

during her illness, was hon-

ored at this yearôs awards 

banquet with her National 

Century Club recognition. 

Thank you Specialized 
Saddles for Pattiôs 

beautiful new  
Presidentôs Cup  

saddle! 

Photo by  
Tina Sanford 

Photos by Tina Sanford 

¸ɐʬȡǪǸ !ǱʔȺʌ ÿǸǍɃ 
Buckle sponsored by Alanna Price 

Ribbon sponsored by Fran & Gayle Muench 

Precious and Julie Bills / R4 
226 Points 

¸ɐʬȡǪǸ ¦ʔɅȡɐɶ ÿǸǍɃ 
Buckle and ribbon sponsored by Elaine Swiss 

XEX King Lightfoot and  
Emma Walston / R4  

87 Points 

Precious and 
Julie Bills 
Photo by Ivy Starns 

XEX King 
Lightfoot 
and Emma 
Walston 
Photo by Ivy 

Starns 
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ȹ"ÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÖÕɯ×ÈÎÌɯƖƚȺ 

Kensington Palace and  
Brandy Eggeman 
Photo by Becky Pearman 

MM Mariposa and 
Sara Sydnam 
Photo by Ivy Starns 

Diamond N Bueno Pet and Cathrine Crites 
Photo by Kristen Schmalzried  

Hueco Count 
Victor and 
Kimberlee 
Flint 
Photo by Ivy Starns 

Lightningôs 
Mountainfrost 
and Whitney 

Braito 
Photo by Donna 

Stidolph 

Precious and Julie Bills 
Photo by Ivy Starns 

ÃʬǸɶǍȺȺ oȡȓț æɐȡɅʌ ¸ɐʬȡǪǸ 

¸ɐʬȡǪǸ !ǱʔȺʌ oɐɶɾǸ 
Silver Tray sponsored by Sherry Murphy 

Ribbons sponsored by Marilyn Bivens 

1.  Precious / gr ............................... Julie Bills / R4 ................. 120 

2.  Kensignton Palace / thrb ............. Brandy Eggeman / R5 ....... 48 

3.  MM Mariposa / gr ........................ Sara Sydnam / R4 ............. 43 

4.  Diamond N Bueno Pet / qtr ......... Catherine Crites / R6 ......... 38 

5.  Hueco Count Victor / hwlsh ......... Kimberlee Flint / R4 ........... 35 

6.  Lightning's Mountainfrost / gr ...... Whitney Braito / R1 ........... 34 
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¸ɐʬȡǪǸ !ǱʔȺʌ  
oɐɶɾǸɃǍɅɾțȡɳ 
Silver Tray and ribbons sponsored by  

Fran & Gayle Muench 

Julie Bills 
Photo by Self 

Brandy Eggeman 
Photo by BeckY Pearman 

Sara Sydnam 
Photo by Ivy Starns 

Kimberlee Flint 
Photo by Ivy Starns 

Stephanie 
Sheek 
Photo by  
Family 

Jordan 
Yankton 

Photo by Family 

ȹÃʬǸɶǍȺȺ oȡȓț æɐȡɅʌ ¸ɐʬȡǪǸ "ÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯ×ÈÎÌɯƖƙȺ 

1. Julie Bills / R4 ................... 106 

2. Brandy Eggeman / R5 ........ 48 

3. Sara Sydnam / R4 .............. 46 

4. Kimberlee Flint / R4 ............ 45 

5. Stephanie Sheek / R3 ......... 40 

6. Jordan Yankton / R3 ........... 34 

љfŉШǃŸƨШĦũŔůĤШŔŰШ 
ƣőĲШƚċĬĬũĲЯШ 
ĤĲШƖĲċĬǃШ 

ŉŸƖШƣőĲШƖŔĬĲЮњ 
                                 - ¦ƴƪƴƻǿƴ   

Photos by Tina Sanford 

Around  
Convention 
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¸ɐʬȡǪǸ ¦ʔɅȡɐɶ oɐɶɾǸ 
Silver Tray sponsored by Elaine Swiss  

Ribbons sponsored by Patty Lucas 

XEX King Lightfoot and Emma Walston 
Photo by Ivy Starns 

¸ɐʬȡǪǸ ¦ʔɅȡɐɶ  
oɐɶɾǸɃǍɅɾțȡɳ 
Silver Tray sponsored by Elaine Swiss 

Ribbons sponsored by Patty Lucas 

ȹÃʬǸɶǍȺȺ oȡȓț æɐȡɅʌ ¸ɐʬȡǪǸ "ÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯ×ÈÎÌɯƖƚȺ 

1.  XEX King Lightfoot / qtr ....Emma Walston / R4 .................. 52 

2.  Desperados Kiss / gr ........Remedy Runninig Horse / R4 .... 23 

3.  Razz Storm  Docs / qtr .....Eva Siljander / R6 ..................... 22 

4.  Inspector Gadget / gr ........Farryn Robinson / R5 ................ 19 

1. Emma Walston / R4 .................. 35 

2. Remedy Running Horse / R4 .... 26 

3. Eva Siljander / R6 ..................... 15 

3. Farryn Robinson / R5 ............... 15 

Emma 
Walston 
Photo by  
Whitney 
Walston 

Remedy 
Running 
Horse 
Photo by  

Rachail Run-
ning Horse 

Eva 
Siljander 
Photo by  

Julie Bills 

Farryn 
Robinson 

Photo by  
Family 

Razz Storm Docs and Eva Siljander 
Photo by Julie Bills 

Inspector Gadget and Farryn 
Robinson, Photo by Family 

Desperados 
Kiss and  
Remedy 
Running 
Horse 
Photo by Rachail 
Running Horse 
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ÃʬǸɶǍȺȺ ¬ǸȡɾʔɶǸ MʲɳǸɶȡǸɅǪǸǱ 
Ribbons sponsored by Fran and Gayle Muench 

ƖƔƖƘɯ+ÌÐÚÜÙÌɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ ÞÈÙËÚ 

 

                                     Team                                    Region     Points         

1. Diane Wingle and DMôs Sweet Chilly Pepper - SC ................... 3 ............ 75.5   

2. Sharyl Walls and Takoda Aussieôs Sun .................................... 3 .............. 40   

3. Bill Wingle and Majesticôs Ringo Star ....................................... 3 .............. 31   

4. Kandace French Contreras and Duke of Shadow Canyon  ...... 2 ............ 27.5   

5. Mary Collins and Painted in the Stars ...................................... 4 .............. 27   

6. Victoria Whitehead and Graceful Empire ................................. 5 .............. 23   

Diane Wingle and  
DMôs Sweet Chilly Pepper 

Photo by Bill Wingle 

Sharyl Walls and  
Takoda Aussieôs Sun  

Photo by Bill Wingle 

Bill Wingle and  
Majesticôs Ringo Star 

Photo by Lee Sheek 

Kandace French Contreras and 
Duke of Shadow Canyon 

Photo by Robin Campbell 

Mary Collins and  
Painted in the Stars 
Photo by John Nowell 

Victoria Whitehead and 
Graceful Empire 
Photo by Linda Wright 

ȹ"ÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÖÕɯ×ÈÎÌɯƖƝȺ 
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ÃʬǸɶǍȺȺ ¬ǸȡɾʔɶǸ !ǱʔȺʌ 
Silver Tray sponsored by Region 6 

Region 6 recipient Ribbons sponsored by Region 6 

Ribbons sponsored by Fran & Gayle Muench 

ȹÃʬǸɶǍȺȺ ¬ǸȡɾʔɶǸ "ÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯ×ÈÎÌɯƖƜȺ 

                          Team                   Region          Points         

1. MaryAlice Braun and Ace Cut Diamond ........ 6 ................ 61.5  

2. Holly Barret and Annie Lennox ...................... 6 ................... 44   

3. Louise McCall and Rio Bravo ........................ 6 ................... 36   

4. Martha Elmore and Joeôs Bar Flick ................ 6 ................... 31 

5. Kate Steffes and Aria .................................... 3 ................... 30 

6. Kathy Ambrose and Bush Rat Splash............ 3 ................... 28 

6. Renae Roberts and Amarula Dona ................ 4  .................. 28 

Holly Barret and 
Annie Lennox 
Photo by Bill Wingle 

Louise McCall and  
Rio Bravo 

Photo by Mary Fettes 

Martha Elmore and  
Joeôs Bar Flick 
Photo by Marla Stucky 

Kate Steffes and Aria 
Photo by Bill Wingle 

Kathy Ambrose and  
Bush Rat Splash 
Photo by Bill Wingle 

Renea Roberts and Amarula 
Dona, Photo by AERC 

MaryAlice Braun and  
Ace Cut Diamond 
Photo by Kristen Schmalzried 

ȹ"ÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÖÕɯ×ÈÎÌɯƗƔȺ 
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ȹÃʬǸɶǍȺȺ ¬ǸȡɾʔɶǸ "ÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯ×ÈÎÌɯƖƝȺ ÃʬǸɶǍȺȺ ¬ǸȡɾʔɶǸ ¦ʔɅȡɐɶ 
Region 6 recipient Ribbons sponsored by Region 6 

Ribbons sponsored by Sallie Kudra 

                              Team                                        Region          Points  

1. Sydney Thies and Sunrise Cappuccino .................. 2 ................... 24 

2. Farryn Robinson and Inspector Gadget .................. 5 ................... 17 

3. Grace Wood and SLF ByThe Graceof God ............ 5 ................... 16 

4. Raegan Partch and Roxy ........................................ 6 ................... 13 

5. Baylor Batchelor and Delightôs Amber Beauty ........ 5 ................... 10 

5. Ruby Rinne and Rushcreek Concho ...................... 6 ................... 10 

5. Taji Simeone and Dunit in the Paint ....................... 2 ................... 10 

5. Wren Woodall and Delightôs Amber Beauty ............ 5 ................... 10 

6. Lorelei Egerer and Dakota A................................... 1 ....................  9 

6. Kay Woodall and MCF Mustang Sally .................... 5 ....................  9 

Grace Wood 
and SLF By 
The Grace 

of God 
Photo by 
Family 

Ruby 
Rinne and  
Rushcreek 
Concho 
Photo by 
Marla Stucky 

Raegan Partch and Roxy 
Photo by Kristen Schmalzried 

Lorelei 
Egerer and  
Dakota A 
Photo by Donna  

Stidolph 

Wren Woodall and  
Delightôs Amber Beauty 
Photo by Courtney Keen Woodall 

Baylor Batchelor and  
Delightôs Amber Beauty 

Photo by Family 

Sydney 
Thies 
and  
Sunrise 
Cap-
puccino 
Photo by 
Family 

Farryn 
Robinson 
and  
Inspector 
Gadget 
Photo by 
Family 

Kay Woodall and MCF 
Mustang Sally 

Photo by Becky Pearman 
























































